
What is Human Migration? 
 
Migration (human) is the movement of people from one place in the world to 
another for the purpose of taking up permanent or semi-permanent residence in 
another country. An example of "semi-permanent residence" would be migrant farm 
laborers who work in another country during the harvesting season.  
 
People can either choose to move ("voluntary migration") or be forced to move 
("involuntary migration"). 
 
Migrations have occurred throughout human history, beginning with the movements 
of the first human groups from their origins in East Africa to their current location in 
the world. 
 
Migration occurs at a variety of scales:  
 • intercontinental (between continents),  

• intracontinental (between countries on a given continent), and  
• interregional (within countries). One of the most significant migration 
patterns has been rural to urban migration—the movement of people from 
the countryside to cities in search of opportunities. For the first time in human 
history, there are now more people living in urban areas than in rural. 

 

Types of Migration  
 
Internal Migration: Moving to a new home within a state, country, or continent. 
External Migration: Moving to a new home in a different state, country, or 
continent.  
Emigration: Leaving one country to move to another  
Immigration: Moving into a new country  
Forced Migration: When a government forces a large group of people out of a 
region, usually based on ethnicity or religion.  
Impelled Migration (also called "reluctant" or "imposed" migration): 
Individuals are not forced out of their country, but leave because of unfavorable 
situations such as warfare, political problems, or religious persecution. 
Step Migration: A series of shorter, less extreme migrations from a person's place 
of origin to final destination—such as moving from a farm, to a village, to a town, 
and finally to a city. 
Chain Migration: A series of migrations within a family or defined group of people. 
A chain migration often begins with one family member who sends money to bring 
other family members to the new location.  
 

People Who Migrate  
 
Emigrant: A person who is leaving a country to reside in another.  
Immigrant: A person who is entering a country from another to take up new 
residence. 
Refugee: A person who is residing outside the country of his or her origin due to 
fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
particular social group, or political opinion. 
Internally Displaced Person (IDP): A person who is forced to leave his or her 
home region because of unfavorable conditions (political, social, environmental, etc.) 
but does not cross any boundaries. 
Migration Stream: A group migration from a particular country, region, or city to a 
certain destination. 
 



Why Do People Migrate? 
 
People move for a variety of reasons. They consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of staying versus moving, as well as factors such as distance, travel 
costs, travel time, modes of transportation, terrain, and cultural barriers. 
 
Push Factors: Reasons for emigrating (leaving a place) because of a difficulty. 
 
Pull Factors: Reasons for immigrating (moving into a place) because of something 
desirable. 
 
In the chart below, make a list of at least 10 factors that would be considered “push 
factors” and 10 factors that would be considered “pull factors”. 

Push Factors  Pull Factors 
Reasons for emigrating (leaving a place) 

because of a difficulty. 
Reasons for immigrating (moving into a 
place) because of something desirable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
There is currently a new form of migration developing on our planet. It is causing a 
new phenomenon called “climate refugees”. A climate refugee is a person displaced 
by environmental disasters caused by climate change. Such disasters result from 
increasing or a sudden change in the environment that can cause droughts, 
desertification, sea level rise, and extreme weather events, such as hurricanes, 
cyclones, wildfires, flooding and tornadoes. All this is causing, in some parts of the 
world, mass migration and border conflicts as vast numbers of people try to escape 
problem areas and enter another country. 
 
TASK: 
Select one of the conditions above that result in a person becoming a climate 
refugee. Research to find out about what causes someone to have to leave an area 
due to an environmental change. 
Write a diary entry from the perspective of someone who has decided to leave 
because of this circumstance. Include a visual that demonstrates the devastation 
that can happen due to this disaster. 

* One page, typed, double spaced, size 12 * 


